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ANNUAL THANK YOU LUNCHEON 

We held our annual Thank You luncheon for museum 
volunteers on December 5 at Mike Hudgins’ restaurant 
that we all know as Papa Mike’s.  As usual, he did a very 
good job of providing a buffet for our group.  We had 
about 40 people in attendance, with each volunteer 
welcome to bring their spouse or guest.  Also present 
were special guests Mayor Peter Christie, Fire Chief 
Steve Sims, Police Chief James Graves, and former Board 
members Steve Morrow and Wayne Calhoun and his 
wife Linda.   Our thanks go Wayne and Linda for 
providing a generous donation to help with the cost of 
the luncheon.   

Knowing this would be our last annual luncheon at Papa 
Mike’s since Mike plans to retire later in 2023, we gave 
him a round of applause for his service.  Last year, he 
was given a proclamation by Mayor Christie for his many 
years of service to the community.    
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CONDOLENCES 

We want to extend our sympathy to several families, including our docent J.B. Portillo, who lost her mother in mid-
December.  

Our condolences also go to the family of Ed Bolain, who died on October 17 following a month long illness.  His 
family settled in this area many years ago, and he and his wife Doris were still living on their farm on Dartmoor 
Road.  His great-grandparents lived for about 20 years in the valley that holds what is now called Blowing Springs 
(Cooper changed the name of it from Bolain Springs to Blowing Springs when he bought the property).  Daughter 
Stephanie Dean teaches at Cooper Elementary School and lives on Latshaw Drive on a lot that formerly held her 
grandparents’ house.  We still refer to the nearby old barn that now houses an HVAC business at the corner of 
Dartmoor and Spanker as the Bolain barn.  Three years ago Ed donated from his farm the old manure spreader that 
we have on the museum grounds.  Ed is the one who introduced Xyta Lucas to Summit Cemetery off Granshire and 
Aveton about 10 years ago, which she didn’t know existed.  (The Bella Vista Historical Society then began 
coordinating maintenance of the cemetery and now owns the property.)    

In 1966, Ed was asked to drive a palomino mule team and a newly built covered wagon on a three-week trip from 
Arkla Village in Stephens, a small town southwest of Camden, to Bella Vista, on a route that covered over 300 miles, 
to publicize Bella Vista Village, which Cooper had opened the year before.  Cooper representatives had purchased 
the mules and wagon expressly for this trip.  Press releases were sent out ahead of time to every town Ed drove 
through to make sure people showed up to see him with the wagon and the mules.  Cooper salesmen took turns 
riding with him to hand out Bella Vista sales literature and souvenirs.   

As shown below, Ed and the mules arrived at the Bentonville 
square on April 23, 1966.  Ed would have been about 21 at 
the time so that was quite a trip and challenge for a young 
man to take on. 
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MORE CONDOLENCES 

We also wish to extend our sympathy to Constance Waddell, whose husband Don died on December 19 at age 96.  
Constance was born and raised on the shores of Lake Bella Vista, where her parents W.T. and Gladys May worked 
for the Linebarger Brothers for over two decades.   We have Constance’s book, Sally and Me, available in the 
museum gift shop.  Constance and Don formerly lived in Bella Vista, during which time she was chosen to be Ms. 
Senior Arkansas.   

After Don had already retired several times, he was asked to serve as interim pastor of the First United Methodist 
Church in downtown Rogers after a group from Central United Methodist, the main body of which was moving to 
New Hope Road in Rogers, decided they wanted to form a new congregation and stay in their original building in 
downtown Rogers.  That was the year that Constance was fulfilling her duties as Ms. Senior Arkansas so it was a 
hectic time for both of them.  When a new pastor was found and Don was free to leave, he and Constance returned 
to the missionary field in Chile where Don had served before.  Upon retirement from there, they moved to Pilgrim 
Place in sunny Claremont, California, but decided Northwest Arkansas was a better fit for them, so they returned 
and settled in Rogers a few years ago.   

************************* 

NEW EXHIBIT AT MUSEUM 

These 100 year old slot machines were shipped to us this fall from Charity Linebarger George, one of the three 
granddaughters of C.A. Linebarger, Sr.   They are now on permanent display in the Linebarger Room at the museum.   
They could be made operable again but we have decided to leave them as is, for display only. 

C.A. decided to hold a large auction of personal and Bella Vista resort items on August 5, 1971, but no one was 
interested in buying these two slot machines.  So his granddaughter Carole and her husband, who lived in Hawaii at 
the time, loaded them up in Bella Vista and drove them to her sister Charity’s home in California, where they 
remained for over 50 years until this fall when Charity offered them to the museum and had them shipped back.  

Chris Hendrix of the Hot Springs AR Gambling Museum, which has 100 slot machines in their inventory, verified from 

photographs that these two machines were manufactured in the 1920’s.  He said the green one was made by the 

Caille Brothers Company of Detroit and the gray one by the Mills Novelty Company of Chicago.  
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LAKE BELLA VISTA DAM 

Cooper and the City of Bentonville have reached an agreement, after going through mediation, on the future of Lake 
Bella Vista. The rest of the dam will be removed; thus the lake that was started in 1915 is now history.  We will be 
working with the City of Bentonville at some point in the future on signage along the walking trail that will reflect 
the history of the lake.   

We had a big celebration in May 2015 for the 100th anniversary of the lake, which took over a year of 
planning, never dreaming that seven years later the lake would be gone.  Constance Waddell was living in California 
at the time, and she flew out just for the weekend to do a book signing of “Sally and Me”.  Bob Williams, great-
nephew of Linebarger era photographer Lillian Green, was present with photographs taken by his aunt.   We rented 
a large tent, for which we got permission from Bentonville to erect alongside the lake, had artist Carl Jacobson make 
us a special banner, and had exhibits on display inside the tent.   Several volunteers baked cakes which cake 
decorator Amber Kilgore put together into one large cake with the icing representing a picture of the lake.  Below 
left is Carl Jacobson.  The picture below right was taken by Weekly Vista reporter Brandon Howard when several of 
us were trying to move the large cake onto a table inside the tent.  Nearly 200 people stopped by the tent that day.    
 

  
 

 

************************* 

BELLA VISTA ANIMAL SHELTER FUNDRAISER 

 

Our thanks to volunteer Debbie Sorensen, pictured 
here, plus Chuck Pribbernow, Jami Spurling, Gina 
Kietzmann, Xyta Lucas, and J.B. Portillo who helped 
with set up/take down or with manning the tent, and 
to Debbie’s friend who loaned us the tent, for the 
Animal Shelter fundraiser on Oct. 1 near the Loch 
Lomond Dog Park.  Most attendees were there to 
watch or participate in the 17th annual corgi and 
weiner dog races, always fun to see!  We appreciate 
the Shelter letting us participate in their fundraiser.   
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ROOM ADDITION PLANS 

At our November Board meeting, held when the new Shredder’s Pub restaurant next door had been open only 
about 3 weeks, we decided to postpone further activity on a room addition until we resolve the parking lot situation.  
We have a signed agreement with the property owner, who leases the property to the owner of the business, 
stating that we will share the parking lot, but we didn’t realize how many employees the restaurant was going to 
have, who take up a lot of the parking spaces we assumed would be available for restaurant customers and museum 
visitors.  That meant immediately we were short on parking for the museum.  We then ordered a half dozen 
“reserved for museum” parking signs to go in front of the museum and had several sawhorses constructed to block 
cars from parking north of our Settler’s Cabin.   We can move the sawhorses when we need that area for parking for 
museum visitors but otherwise they are intended to stay in place.   We also installed chains with padlocks across the 
gaps in the fence around the Settler’s Cabin to prevent vehicles from cutting through directly behind the cabin and 
parking behind the museum, which someone was observed doing.   

   

Now that the restaurant has been open for nearly 2.5 months, the parking problems have decreased and we haven’t 
been short of parking spaces for our museum visitors the past few weeks.   So at our next Board meeting in 
February, we will again take up the topic of a room addition.   We will be clearing an additional area north of the 
Settler’s Cabin to our property line for future museum parking, knowing that with expanding the museum, we will 
need to expand our parking area, perhaps by adding a graveled lot.      

************************* 

CONCORDIA’S 50TH ANNIVERSARY 

As reported in our previous newsletter, Concordia, the senior independent living and assisted living complex in Bella 
Vista, celebrated their 50th anniversary this year.  Angie Rader, our museum docent and a former employee at 
Concordia, presented a program at the museum on October 3 and another one at Concordia on November 14 about 
its history.  She spent many hours researching old newspapers and sorting through photos.  Great job, Angie! 

At the museum Oct. 3 

 

At Concordia Nov. 14 

 

 

At Concordia Nov. 14 
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TWO DAY SHOPPING EVENT 

We sponsored a two day "Shopping for the Holidays" event on Saturday and Sunday, November 19 and 20, for those 
looking for holiday gifts.  On Saturday, November 19, the Village Lake Writers and Poets hosted a Holiday Book 
Festival at the museum from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. 

 

   
 

Jill Werner, who for several years gave away jars of jams in return for a donation to the museum, held a parking lot 
event at the museum on October 22, thinking it would be her last one at the museum, again donating a large 
portion of the proceeds to the museum.  But then she decided on just one more, for November 20, which became 
the second day of our two-day shopping event, with Jill this time featuring her apple butters.  She is pictured below 
on the left with volunteer helpers Jami Spurling, Wendy Hughes, Jessica Traylor, and Gina Kietzmann.  We thank Jill 
for her generous donations to the museum over the past several years.  She is now selling her jams out of her home 

and at the Hiwasse Mercantile Store on Highway 279 under the name of Agatha’s Table. 
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HALLOWEEN PARTY 

Museum volunteer Angie Rader proposed and we said yes to the idea of having an “Old Fashioned Halloween” party 
at the museum.  The event was held from 4:30 to 6:00 p.m. on Saturday October 29, with about 65 people attending 
during that 1.5 hours.  Angie coordinated the event with the help of several volunteers....Jessica Traylor, Jami 
Spurling, Wendy Hughes, Maci Echols, Nancy Veach, Nancy Noyes, Jill Werner, Jim Ray, Xyta Lucas, and Dale and 
Carol Phillips.   There were several games including a cookie walk played like “musical chairs”, a fishing contest 
where the volunteers helped the kids “catch” candy, a cornhole toss, and more.  It took a lot of planning and 
coordinating to pull it all off, and considering all plans had to be changed the day of the event to move it inside 
because of rain, it was very successful!  Wendy was the greeter and did a headcount as people arrived. Carol Phillips 
served refreshments, and the other volunteers either helped with set up, worked the games, or were docents.  Jami 
Spurling was the fortune teller while Jill Werner’s role was to read palms.   Jami was so good at her role that when 
she predicted one young boy would become a writer, his surprised mother said, “How did you know that’s what he 
wants to be?”  Jami laughingly said later she wouldn’t give up her day job however. 

The attendees’ costumes were all good, so much so that it was decided that rather than giving out first place, 
second place, etc., every person who came in costume would get a prize.  Each one was contacted the following day 
to pick up their prizes.   

A reporter from TV station 40/29 stopped by and interviewed Angie on camera.  She also did a quick live shot on the 
5 p.m. news of our fortune teller, Jami Spurling, chatting with one little girl and her mother.  A short clip about the 
event was broadcast on the evening news at 10.  We appreciate getting that extra publicity for our museum. 
 
Dale Phillips closed out the evening by telling in a darkened corner the story of the mystery of who killed A. E. 
Perkins, whose grave can be seen at Summit Cemetery.  The other children had left by then, probably to go trick or 
treating, but he had a rapt audience of two young children and their parents.  As soon as Dale started the story and 
mentioned the name Perkins, one of the children interrupted to announce he has a friend named Perkins.  Dale 
hadn’t expected that and it took a moment for him to get back on track with his story, to everyone’s amusement. 
 
We want to thank Allen’s Food Market for providing caramel apples and apple cider, MoJo for a gift card, Amazeum 
for 20 free passes, and Arvest Ball Park who donated a family fun pack. Several volunteers provided candy and Little 
Debbie’s treats.  Thanks to all the volunteers who worked so hard to make this event a success! 
 
What follows is just a small sampling of the colorful scenes that took place at the party.  
 
Wendy Hughes welcomed 
everyone. 
 

 

Carol Phillips served refreshments. 
 
 

 

Jill Werner was the palm reader and 
Jami Spurling was the fortune teller. 
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MORE HALLOWEEN PHOTOS 
 
Fortune teller Jami at 
work. 
 

 

 
 
 

TV live shot on 5 p.m. news. 
 
 

 

The cornhole toss 

 

 

 
The fishing booth 

 

 

 
Angie being interviewed. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Angie on the 10 p.m. news. 

 

 

 
 

The spider legs ring toss 

 

 

 
A League of Their Own 

 

 
 

 
 
 
The cookie walk was on 
TV. 
 

 

 
A Knight Templar of the  
Crusades and his little sister. 

 

 

Dale Phillips with the Knight. 

 

 

 

Dale tells the mystery 
story in a darkened 
corner. 
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OUR NEW MAYOR JOHN FLYNN WITH STEVE MORROW 

John Flynn has resigned from our Board of Directors because he was recently elected Mayor of Bella Vista.  We wish 
him well as he takes on his new role but are sorry to see him go.   We not only lose a good Board member, we also 
lose his attorney expertise.  He is pictured here recently accepting a check for the museum from Steve Morrow, 
manager of Allen’s Food Market, who has been selling the Gil Fite history books for us.  In fact, we calculated that in 
the 9.5 years Steve has been doing that, he has raised over $9,500 for the museum, averaging $1,000 per year! 

  

 

...AND GOODBYE TO MAYOR CHRISTIE 

We said goodbye to Mayor Peter Christie, who has served Bella Vista so very well through his two terms the past 8 
years, at his going away party held for him recently at Fire Station #1.   We thank him deeply for his ongoing support 
of the museum, and we wish him and his wife Connie well in their future adventures.  We presented him with one of 
our Bella Vista T-shirts as a farewell present but this shirt made for him by Kim Honchell, pictured here with him, 
took the prize at his party!   

 

 

9 



  

MUSEUM VOLUNTEERS  

With John Flynn’s resignation from our Board, and since we have been operating with an even number on our 
Board, we decided to recruit two new members instead of just one to help in case of tie votes.  We are pleased to 
welcome these new Board members, Gina Kietzmann and Debbie Sorensen.   

We are sorry to lose Todd Noyes off our docent roster but his work hours were preventing him from being able to 
serve and we hope to get him back again some day.   Board member Anna Isbell has agreed to become a docent, 
and we have recruited Susan Visser also.    

We congratulate our volunteer Wendy Hughes on her recent election to the Bella Vista City Council.  

We are continuing to recruit docents... 

We continue to recruit docents, as our goal is still to have enough docents available so that no one has to serve 
more than one afternoon per month (unless they want to, of course!).  The docent role consists of welcoming 
visitors to the museum, giving a little information about Bella Vista history, explaining how the museum exhibits are 
laid out, and handling gift shop sales.   We look for men and women who like interacting with others, enjoy learning 
about Bella Vista history, and are fully Covid vaccinated.  We ask that they read Gil Fite’s 1993 book on the history of 
Bella Vista, and our 2021 pictorial history book, Images of America Bella Vista.   Anyone interested in becoming a 
docent is welcome to leave a message on our museum phone, 479-855-2335, on our email, 
bellavistamuseum@gmail.com, or to stop by in person during our open hours.    

************************* 

WINTER WEATHER 

Winter hit hard the last few days before Christmas.  We had only about an inch of snow but the bitter cold (it was 12 
below at the editor’s house, two miles from the museum, on the morning of Dec. 23 with wind chills estimated to be 
in the low 20’s below) kept the streets dangerous for driving so we closed the museum for Dec. 22 and 23.   We had 
planned a sale in the gift shop for last minute Christmas shoppers on Dec. 23 and 24, but at least we were able to 
hold that on Dec. 24 and had several visitors take advantage of the sale.  We were pleased to find that our new 
snow removal company, Peterson’s, with whom we contracted this fall, took care of our parking lot immediately.   

************************* 

GIFT SHOP MERCHANDISE 

In addition to the merchandise we have been carrying, we 
now have handmade greeting cards for special holidays and 
birthdays.  They are made by Bella Vista resident Nan 
Delaney.  Valentine Day cards are in stock now. They are just 
delightful!    

 

Our T-shirts have continued to be best sellers and we have 
now added another one.  It carries the slogan the Linebarger 
Brothers used 100 years ago, “Bella Vista - Nature’s Gem of 
the Ozarks”.  We thank volunteer Wendy Hughes for coming 
up with that suggestion. 
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GIFT SHOP, CONT. 

Another new category is that of elephants in various shapes 
and sizes.  We started with a small selection but have a source 
from which we will be getting more.  All elephant collectors 
are welcome to come browse! 

 

One elephant item that came to us was an elephant necklace 
on a long gold chain but it was snapped up immediately by 
her grandmother for this cute little girl, whose first name is 
Madelynn.  She pointed out that her name is spelled with two 
‘n’s because she is named after her grandmother and her 
grandfather, both of who are named Lynn Manske.   

 

A new item that has already flown off the 
shelves (one remaining at this time) was this 
binder of old recipes from the family of E.L. 
Keith, who owned Lake Bella Vista and the 
summer resort in the 1950’s.   The recipes were 
loaned to the museum by his daughter-in-law 
Josephine Keith.  Our volunteer Gina Kietzmann, 
shown here, spent many hours scanning, 
transcribing, and typing them up in a more easily 
readable format.   

 
 

 

 We would also like to thank Carol 
Ashcraft, a frequent visitor to Bella 
Vista, for her suggestion on a previous 
visit about making the Sunset Hotel 
photograph into a jigsaw puzzle.   Carol 
is shown here on her first visit after we 
began stocking the puzzle in our gift 
shop.  She immediately bought one.  
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MUSEUM VISITORS 

We have had a lot of visitors this past year who have recently moved to Bella Vista from either California or Texas 
and we are delighted to introduce them to the history of Bella Vista.  But we also get others who not only know 
Bella Vista history but are part of it!  Pictured here left to right are Josephine Keith, daughter-in-law of E.L. Keith 
who owned the Bella Vista resort in the 1950s, with Carole Linebarger Harter and Ann Linebarger Boyd, two of the 
granddaughters of C. A. Linebarger Sr., who with his brothers started the resort in 1917.  The three women met up 
at the museum on December 9.  When Josephine found out Ann was going to be there, she made a point of bringing 
to Ann the original high school graduation announcement that Ann had sent to Mr. and Mrs. E. L. Keith from her 
school in California.   The Linebarger granddaughters had moved from Arkansas to California after their mother 
remarried following the death of their father, C.A. Linebarger Jr.   

 

Another visitor this fall who is part of Bella Vista history was Mary Morin.  Her father was Tex Newman who owned 
the Sunset Lodge (E.L. Keith changed the name from Hotel to Lodge when he bought the Bella Vista resort in 1952) 
for 3 years from 1960 to 1963, at which time he sold it back to Keith.  Mary was about 10 when her dad bought the 
hotel, just a child but old enough that she and her sister were given some housekeeping type duties they had to do 
every day before they were allowed to go play.   She was thrilled to find information about her dad in one of the 
binders in the Sunset Hotel exhibit area.  The museum had earlier this year received some of the Sunset’s original 
linen napkins donated by Linebarger granddaughter Charity Linebarger George, and when Mary saw those, she 
exclaimed “I used to have to fold those every day!”  
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MUSEUM VISITORS, CONT. 

One more visitor story...someone who first visited the Bella Vista Summer Resort in the late 1940’s and the 1950’s:    
Loneta Blevins, who was born and raised in the Rogers area, and still lives in Rogers.  She is now 94 years old.   Once 
again, Steve Morrow plays a role in this story, as Loneta ended up shopping at Allen’s Food Market recently and they 
began chatting. He took a picture with her, obtained her phone number and laid the groundwork for her to visit the 
museum for an interview with Xyta Lucas.   Loneta shared with Xyta her memories of walking (yes walking!) from 
Rogers to Bella Vista because in those days not a lot of people had cars and gas was hard to find if they did, so she 
and her girlfriends walked more than once to Bella Vista to go swimming in the Plunge or roller skating at the 
Pavilion.  She said it took them about 2 hours to make the trip but she remembered getting a lift a time or two as 
they neared Bella Vista from C.A. Linebarger Sr.  She works on quilts every day she said and brought some to show. 

Steve Morrow with Loneta Blevins at Allen’s. 

 

Loneta Blevins shared her stories at the museum. 

 

************************* 

QUILT RAFFLE FUNDRAISER 

Judy Edwards, expert quilter, came to us this fall and said she had read that we had cancelled our planned Crafts fair in 
October due to a lack of vendors, so she wanted to propose a substitute fundraiser.   She then offered to donate a quilt she 
had made, on which she set a value of $750, for a raffle with all proceeds to come to the museum.  We quickly took her up on 
that offer, began selling raffle tickets, and scheduled the drawing for 2 p.m. on Sunday December 11.  We didn’t quite make it 
to $750 but we did sell over $550 worth of raffle tickets!  Some people made purchases of tickets multiple times to increase 
their chances of winning and one of those was Debbie Sorensen who happened to be volunteering at the museum the day of 
the drawing and was stunned when one of her tickets was drawn by Judy.  Debbie then announced she plans to enjoy the quilt 
this winter but will then donate it to the silent auction for the June 21, 2023, POA golf tournament fundraiser if the museum is 
selected as a charity to benefit from that tournament.  That comment prompted Judy to return to the museum with two more 
of her creations, not quilts this time but other kinds of art work, which she donated for the June silent auction also.  We extend 
a huge thanks to Judy and to all the many supporters who bought raffle tickets to make it such a successful event! 

The very attractive quilt. 

 

Judy displays the container of tickets. 

 

Dale held the basket up high so Judy 
couldn’t see what ticket she was 
drawing while Xyta looked on. 
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OTHER RECENT EVENTS  

Co-Presidents Xyta Lucas and Dale Phillips continue to respond to requests this fall for programs and activities in the 
community: 

Xyta:   With the help of Rogers historian Randy McCrory, she spoke to the statewide Questers fall convention held in Rogers on 
the history of the apple industry in Benton County; she did a presentation about Wilson Brown and his Rago farm at the Bella 
Vista Library as part of their Adult Speaker series; she spoke to the Epsilon Sigma Alpha group at the museum about Bella Vista 
history;  and she was a speaker at the Wishing Spring Gallery on their Bison night about the history of the gallery building and 
the bison herd that formerly lived at that barn.   

Dale:  He spoke at a Fly Tyers meeting about the museum and its future plans; he spoke at the McDonald County Historical 
Society’s annual meeting about the Cherokee Indians and the ‘war within the war’ of the Civil War timeframe, and he 
conducted another historic sites driving tour with the help of other volunteers as a fundraiser for the museum.  (His next tour 
will be in the spring; reservations are required which may be made by contacting him at 812-899-2049.) 

************************* 

OUR THANKS THIS QUARTER ALSO GOES TO... 

-The Weekly Vista for continuing to publish stories and announcements about museum events.  If you aren’t 
subscribing to the Vista, you are missing out on all the Bella Vista news...sign up for it today!   

-The POA and Debbie Sorensen for promoting our pictorial history book at the quarterly Meet & Greet meetings for 
new residents.     

- Debbie Sorensen for the temporary exhibit she displayed at the museum for the holidays from her collection of 
vintage Santa Clauses and vintage teddy bears.  Everyone got a kick out of seeing them! 

- Also, Debbie Sorensen for her work as our Facebook administrator and the historical tidbits she posts regularly, 
plus serving as our Membership Coordinator. 

- Brian Mobley who is our website administrator and is quick to respond to any of our website requests. 

- Dale Phillips who keeps our SignupGenius site updated so docents can pick what days they want to volunteer at 
the museum.    

-The anonymous leaf blower who did an excellent job all around the museum building and our Settler’s Cabin.  That 
was much appreciated! 

- Nan Delaney for her donation of a display cabinet that we have set up in the Linebarger Room filled with photos of 
amenities from the early Linebarger days 100 years ago. 

--Pam Eminger for her donation of two old framed pictures of Bella Vista sites. 

- The Work Detail Teams and Deputy Tom Hall, under the direction of Sgt. Mark Wibert, from the Benton County Jail 
for their work this fall at the Summit Cemetery and at the museum.  They are always willing to schedule whatever 
tasks we have at hand.   

- Jack Kellogg for his continual work with us on videos, computer issues and our security system.  We would be lost 
without him! 

- As always, the City of Bella Vista for its continued financial support. 

- And all of our volunteers including our docents and Board members without whom we could not function! 
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LINEBARGER TOWN HOUSE IN BENTONVILLE 

This story is from your editor, Xyta Lucas: 

I was granted permission this fall by the current owner, Mark Hornbaker, to tour the former Linebarger house at 606 West 
Central in Bentonville. Driving by on October 14, I saw him on a ladder painting the front porch ceiling, so I stopped.  He 
immediately welcomed me and let me tour to my heart’s content.   

However, this story starts with the log house, recently known as the Artist Retreat Center, that stands on Highway 71 in Bella 
Vista, which the Linebarger Brothers bought in 1917.  That one was built in the late 1850’s by Jabez Hale.  C.A. Linebarger Sr. 
decided he wanted a house in Bentonville that had some similarity to the Hale house, so he built this house in Bentonville in 
1920.  His granddaughter, Carole Linebarger Harter, told me they always referred to it as the “Town House”.  C.A. died in 1978, 
and left the house to Carole’s mom, Florence “Cokey” France, who had remarried after Carole’s father C.A. Linebarger Jr. died.   
Cokey sold the house in 1979 for $34,000 according to the Benton County website.  It went through a couple of owners before 
being bought by the Hornbakers in 2002.  Mr. Hornbaker told me they lived in it for a while, then a job change took them to 
Cincinnati, but they plan to eventually move back to Bentonville and live in it again, so they have no plans to sell it but have it 
available for rent now.  The County website now lists the appraised value at $629,500.   

I didn’t take a picture of the front of the house that day so 
I’m using this 2022 one from Google. 

 

This picture was taken following a trip to Canada that C.A. and 
his wife Regina (“Ray”) took with W.T. May as their chauffeur.   

 

 

This is the east side of the house as it looks today. 

 

 

This is Ray Linebarger, date unknown but she is posing with 
their 1924 Cadillac. 

 

 

This is the living room as it looks today. 

 

This is an unidentified band hired by the Linebargers to play at 
the Bella Vista Summer Resort.  
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BELLA VISTA CIVIL WAR ROUNDTABLE MEETINGS 

The Roundtable continues to meet the first Thursday of each month at 7 p.m. at the museum unless otherwise 
stated.  The speaker at the October 6 meeting was Dr. Jerry Wooten, who talked about the significance of the Union 
supply depot at Johnsonville, Tennessee, and the Battle of Johnsonville.  Dr. Johnson is the former manager of the 
Johnsonville State Historic Park and now manages the Bicentennial Capitol Mall State Park in Nashville. 

The November 3 meeting consisted of a presentation by local author David Todd on the primary documents of the 
Civil War time period.  Author of the Documenting America book series, in his talk he focused on his Civil War 
edition which looks at 27 Civil War documents from both the North and the South.  A former civil engineer, he has 
now published 40 items, including books and short stories. 

The December 1 meeting speaker was Steve Phan, historian and current Park Ranger at Camp Nelson in Kentucky, 
who spoke about the defenses of Washington D.C. during the Civil War.  Seventeen of the original forts and 
batteries that surrounded the capitol are still visible and now managed by the National Park Service.  Phan was a 
park ranger there prior to his transfer to Camp Nelson last year.   

The January 5 meeting will feature returning speaker Dr. Tom Wing of the University of Arkansas, Ft. Smith.  His 
topic this time will be “Blunt’s Van Buren Raid:  Postscript of Prairie Grove”.   

Dr. Jerry Wooten, October speaker 

 

 

 

Below left to right:  CWRT president Dale Phillips, 

December speaker Steve Phan, CWRT Vice Pres Chuck 

Pribbernow.  Chuck wore his orange Denver Broncos 

shirt because Steve had mentioned earlier that he was a 

big Broncos fan.   

 

 

David Todd, November speaker 
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FUNK CEMETERY 

We continue to be grateful for volunteer Norma Rhodes, who decorates the Funk Cemetery on Sherlock off Highway 
279 on a regular basis.   She shared these two pictures with us.  The first one she took when she started decorating 
it in 2014.  The second one she took recently.   We again thank everyone who helped us improve its appearance.    

  

 

DONOVAN/NOTT CEMETERY 

The Donovan cemetery in western Bella Vista was 
started by Cyrus Nott upon the death of his daughter in 
1900.  His wife died in 1907, and he put up a gravestone 
for him and her with his date of birth inscribed.  After he 
died in 1921, no one had his date of death added.   Fast 
forward 101 years when the Bella Vista Historical Society 
has taken over maintenance of this cemetery and 
decided Cyrus’ gravestone needed to be completed.  His 
descendant Matt Nordick, who lives in Kansas and had 
visited the cemetery and the museum, agreed to our 
request to pay for the inscription of Cyrus’ death date.  It 
was a very labor intensive project, but expert engraver 
Glenn Carlson was able to accomplish it very 
successfully, and our thanks go to him.  Matt was quite 
pleased with the result. 
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MEMBERSHIP 

PLEASE NOTE, UNLESS YOU RENEWED YOUR MEMBERSHIP SINCE OCTOBER 1, IT IS NOW DUE FOR 2023. 

We appreciate your past support and hope you will continue to be a member with us.   You may mail your check to 
us or, when we are open, stop by in person to pay by check, credit card or debit card.  New members are always 
welcome! 

By becoming a member, you support the preservation of Bella Vista’s rich and unique history, and help us educate 
the public.  Benefits include receipt of our quarterly newsletter and an invitation to our annual membership meeting 
usually held each March.  Our newsletter is available by email or snail mail, but of course we would prefer to have 
your email address so that we can avoid printing and mailing costs.  If you don’t have email, however, we will mail 
our newsletter to your home address.  We have no paid staff, so all revenue, including membership dues and 
donations, is applied to our general operating expenses unless a particular project is specified.  We very much 
appreciate the financial support we receive from the City of Bella Vista, which helps us pay for major operational 
expenses, but we still need your individual membership dues and donations to help us continue to improve the 
museum in every way we possibly can.   Thank you!   

Bella Vista Historical Society  
1885 Bella Vista Way  
Bella Vista, AR 72714  
 
(479) 855-2335  
www.bellavistamuseum.org  
 

Date: ___________________________  

Name: ___________________________________________________________________  

Street Address: ____________________________________________________________  

City, State, Zip Code:________________________________________________________  

Telephone: ________________ Email Address: __________________________________  

 

 

Membership Fee:  

Individual $15  ________ 

Family $25  ________ 

Corporate $50  ________ 

 
Donations in excess of your membership dues are very welcome also. 

 
The Bella Vista Historical Society is a 501(c)3 organization and donations qualify as tax deductible. 

 
Thank you for your support!                                                                             
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