Bella Vista Vision
Newsletter of the Bella Vista Historical Society
January – March 2022
Editor: Xyta Lucas
The Bella Vista
Historical Society was
founded in 1976 in order
to “discover, collect,
preserve or restore
materials and artifacts
concerned with our
community’s heritage.”
1885 Bella Vista Way, Bella Vista AR 72714 (479) 855-2335
Website: www.bellavistamuseum.org Facebook: Bella Vista Historical Museum

MUSEUM BACK TO REGULAR HOURS ONCE AGAIN!
Wednesday – Sunday, 1:00 to 5:00 p.m.
We closed the museum on March 16, 2020, due to Covid, never dreaming that it would be over two years before we got back
to our former 20 hours/week schedule. We re-opened the end of October, 2020, for Saturdays and Sundays only, with all
kinds of restrictions on the number of visitors who would be allowed in at a time, with mask wearing, social distancing, etc.
required. On July 2, 2021, we added Fridays to the schedule, then the end of October, 2021, we added Thursdays. Starting the
first Wednesday of April, which is April 6, 2022, we will finally add Wednesday back to the schedule. We require all museum
volunteers to be fully vaccinated, and we leave it up to everyone as to whether they prefer to wear a mask, but at present we
are not requiring masks since the number of Covid infections have decreased.

1

NEW DOCENTS
When we re-opened the two days in October, 2020, we decided to have two docents present on each shift to help
control the flow of visitors. Then we found out that it worked well to have two also because it meant one docent
was available to take visitors next door to see our Settler’s Cabin while the other docent could stay at the museum
to continue to welcome visitors. Jill Werner, our Volunteer Coordinator, has been busy this quarter recruiting and
training new docents.
In addition to Debbie Sorensen who joined us last fall and was pictured in the December newsletter, Fran Boulware
and Geri Ehrlich also joined us last fall. In January, Jeannette Hume, a former docent, returned. In February Todd
Noyes and Nancy Veach joined us. In March, Danette Brunet, Debbie Garrison, and Laurie Seeman all came on
board. We are so happy to have every one of them!
Fran Boulware

Geri Ehrlich

Jeannette Hume

Todd Noyes

Nancy Veach

Danette Brunet

Debbie Garrison

Laurie Seeman

Our other docents at this time are Paul Beran, Mary Jane & Bill Cole, Maci Echols, Suzanne Evans, Sandy Flaming,
John Flynn, Lee Freeman, Gina Kietzmann, Xyta Lucas, Brian Mobley, Nancy Noyes, Dale Phillips, Susan Porter, JB
Portillo, Angie Rader, Jim Ray, Virginia Reynolds, Jessica Traylor , and Jill Werner. We have a few docents who
haven’t been able to continue with us due to various health issues but we appreciate the time they spent with us.

We are continuing to recruit...
Our goal is to have enough docents available so that no one has to serve more than one afternoon per month
(unless they want to, of course!). The docent role consists of welcoming visitors to the museum, giving a little
information about Bella Vista history, explaining how the museum exhibits are laid out, and handling gift shop sales.
We look for men and women who like interacting with others, enjoy learning about Bella Vista history, and are fully
Covid vaccinated. We ask that they read Gil Fite’s 1993 book on the history of Bella Vista, and our new pictorial
history book, Images of America Bella Vista, published in 2021. Anyone interested in becoming a docent is welcome
to contact our Volunteer Coordinator, Jill Werner, at jrwerner@cox.net or 479-721-3122.
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MUSEUM CLOSED FOR SNOW DAYS

January 16, 2022

February 24, 2022

We were closed due to snow and/or ice
3 days in January, 3 days in February,
and again on March 11. We even had
what they called “thundersleet” on Feb.
24.
But we had some pretty winter scenes
all over Bella Vista. This picture is of the
spring above Cunningham Corner,
which served as the water supply for
the former Cunningham family farm at
that location. There is now a bike trail
bridge that crosses in front of the
spring.
February 6, 2022
*************************

ANNUAL ELECTION OF OFFICERS
We normally have an annual in-person membership meeting in March, at which we have a special speaker and also
elect officers for the coming year. For the second year in a row, due to Covid, we did not hold our annual meeting
and instead allowed voting for officers by email due to the circumstances. Our bylaws state, “Ten members shall
constitute a quorum for membership meetings.” Therefore rather than sending a notice to our entire membership,
since our docent list and Board members total more than ten people, we decided that we met our bylaws
requirement if at least ten of our docents and Board members responded and voted, which they did. Re-elected
officers are Co-Presidents Dale Phillips and Xyta Lucas; re-elected Treasurer is Virginia Reynolds. Note: When we
have two co-presidents, it is not necessary to also have a Vice-President, and since the three of us are all performing
in the role of “Acting Secretary”, we did not vote this year on the offices of VP or Secretary.
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CONDOLENCES
Our condolences go to the Witters family upon the death of Wilma Witters, wife of Frank Witters of Bentonville. She
died on March 7. It was their son Jerry who gave us last year, on a long term loan basis, the Bella Vista airplane
painting done by a member of his family, Elsie Baker. Jerry, Wilma and Frank brought the painting to us on Mother’s
Day weekend last year. Elsie Baker and her husband Les lived in the old farmhouse just south of the Missouri line on
the east side of Highway 71. They built the brick home next door in the 1947-48 timeframe. It and the old farm
house were part of the first purchase John Cooper Sr. made, in 1962, when he came to northwest Arkansas to start
Bella Vista Village. The house was the residence of the George Billingsley family for about a decade starting in 1965,
after which John Cooper Jr. and his family moved there. It was owned by Cooper Communities until John Cooper Jr.
bought it in 1994. Following John Jr.’s death in 2013, Pat Cooper continued to maintain it as her residence until she
sold it in 2020.
Our condolences also go to the family of Ramona Crabtree. She died on March 16, at age 91, after many years of
service to the Miller Church community. She went through all eight grades of school at Miller, when the building
served as a school during the week and a church on weekends. The school was later consolidated into the
Bentonville School District in the 1940’s. She is credited with keeping the church going, even when they were
without pastors, by conducting Bible study and finding pastoral assistants.
*************************

LAKE BELLA VISTA DAM
We expect a ruling in the very near future from the Arkansas Court of Appeals on the Lake Bella Vista dam. Cooper
Communities is asking the Appeals Court to reverse the lower Court and require the City of Bentonville to
reconstruct the Lake Bella Vista dam. The Bentonville City Council met on September 28 last year and approved a
resolution by a vote of 7-1, with one Council member absent, in favor of removing the dam and allowing Little Sugar
Creek to become a free flowing stream. The resolution included the statement, “Said plan for dam removal and
stream restoration will contain educational elements of the history of the Lake Bella Vista dam and other amenities
that existed in the past at the current site.”
*************************

CITY WIDE GARAGE SALE
We are making available the parking spaces nearest the highway in front of the museum and the former American
Legion building next door for individuals who would like to participate in the City-wide garage sale the end of April
but don’t want to have a garage sale at home. Volunteer Dustie Meads is coordinating this project as a fundraiser
for the museum. Anyone interested in renting one or more of the spaces is invited to contact Dustie for details at
479-381-8546. The rent will be $25 for one space, $45 for two spaces, which will cover both days of the sale. The
sale is scheduled for Friday and Saturday, April 29 & 30 (rain dates May 6 & 7), with set up starting at 8 a.m. and
shutting down by 5 p.m. Vendor parking will be on the grass north and east of the Settler’s Cabin. The museum will
be open those hours also both days. Contact Dustie now to reserve your space as the spaces were snapped up
quickly the last time this event was held at the museum in 2019.
*************************

FORMER AMERICAN LEGION BUILDING
John Jensen and his partners Anna & Matt Isbell have leased the former American Legion building next door to the
museum, where they plan to open a restaurant in the near future. Their target date is late May/early June.
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FUNDRAISER DRIVING TOURS
Dale Phillips conducted another historic sites driving tour on March 5 with the help of Maci Echols and JB Portillo.
More people expressed interest so another one has been scheduled for the morning of April 9. That will be the last
historic sites tour until fall, but Xyta Lucas has scheduled a driving tour that will visit historic cemeteries only, for the
afternoon of April 16. Reservations are still being taken for the cemetery tour and may be made by calling the
museum at 479-855-2335 or emailing bellavistamuseum@gmail.com. The cost for these tours is $15/person or $25
for two, payable the day of the tour. The tour will last about four hours.
At the south end of the Highway Welcome Center on
71, Dale points out on the March 5 tour the historic
marker about the Linebarger golf course that was
opened in 1921.

A Work Detail Team from the Benton County Jail
cleared the path to the Donovan/Nott cemetery
on January 24 in preparation for the cemetery
tour on April 16.

*************************

TEMPORARY EXHIBITS
A recent temporary exhibit
featured Gilbert Fite, who was
known for writing his
comprehensive history of Bella
Vista published in 1993, but he
also authored 9 other books, coauthored 7 more, edited 3 more,
wrote chapters in 13 more and
published over 50 scholarly
articles. His roles in Bella Vista
included serving as Chairman of
the POA Board and President of
the Historical Society. He retired
to Bella Vista in 1986, moved to
Florida in 2004 and died in 2010.
Now we have an exhibit provided
by Carol Phillips on the topic of fly
fishing. She selected certain items
out of her personal collection for
display. Very interesting!
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MUSEUM GIFT SHOP
We continue to carry in our gift
shop a variety of Bella Vista
souvenirs as well as locally
produced honey, plus a wide
selection of items donated to
the museum as fundraisers.
Several new jigsaw puzzles have
been added including this one
of the painting “Bella Vista
Revisited”. We’ve also added
new Bella Vista T-shirts, as
shown on docent Brian Mobley.
*************************

BELLA VISTA CIVIL WAR ROUNDTABLE
Unfortunately, bad weather the first Thursday evening of January and again in February forced the cancellation of
the Roundtable meetings those months, so the first meeting in 2022 was held on March 3. Professors Chris Huggard
and Jerry Moore of the Northwest Arkansas Community College spoke about Aaron “Rock” Anderson Van Winkle
and how the Civil War changed his life. He was owned by a man named Anderson and then sometime before the
Civil War was sold or traded to Peter Van Winkle. He fled with the Van Winkle family to Texas during the war and
came back to hold very responsible positions at Van Winkle’s large mill and industrial complex east of Rogers in
what is now Hobbs State Park/Conservation Area. Shown below on the right is a marker about Rock’s living
quarters on the site of the Van Winkle mill property.

The next Roundtable will be held on Thursday, April 7, at the museum at 7:00 p.m. Speaker Maylon Rice’s topic will
be “The Post War Political and Economic Aftermath of the Civil War in Arkansas State Government”.

6

HISTORIC FOOD TASTING EVENT
We held a free “Historic Foods Tasting’ at the museum on Saturday, Feb. 19. Attendees had the chance to taste food made
from historic Bella Vista recipes as well as take home, in return for a donation to the museum, jars of homemade jellies and
jams made by volunteer Jill Werner, who planned and coordinated the event with the assistance of several other museum
volunteers. A crowd of 120 people showed up during the afternoon, making the event so popular that consideration is being
given to doing it again at a future date.
Docents Jessica Traylor and Suzanne Evans serve food.

Docents Nancy Veach, Fran Boulware, and Geri Ehrlich.

Visitors decide on what flavor jams they want.

Maci Echols helped visitors who wanted to make donations in
return for jars of jams.

Speaking of jams, occasionally on a day when Jill Werner is
going to be docent, she advertises that day as a “jam day”
where she gives away her homemade jams in return for a
donation to the museum, as she did on January 29. As if that
hobby didn’t keep her busy enough, she decided to also make
colorful potholders that she’s donating to the museum to sell
in our gift shop.
She can be found on Facebook as TheJammerBellaVista. Her
website is www.thejammerbellavista.com.
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OTHER RECENT EVENTS
We hosted some groups at the museum again this quarter and also did some programs off site:
- St. Bernard’s Catholic Church Women’s group invited Xyta Lucas to the church to present a program on Bella Vista history on
January 14.
- Sisters by Choice toured the museum on January 27.
- A group from the Fayetteville Senior Center dropped in to tour on February 17.
- The PEO BL group toured the museum on March 7.
- Xyta Lucas presented information about the upcoming Cemetery Tour fundraiser on the BV Community TV program, “Let’s
Talk about It” on the morning of March 16.
- A group from St. Bernard’s visited the museum to hear about Dug Hill history from Xyta Lucas later in the day on March 16.
- Dale Phillips and Xyta Lucas attended the POA Meet & Greet meeting where they helped provide information about Bella
Vista history and sold their pictorial history books on March 19. (Debbie Sorensen volunteers to coordinate this event every
quarter for new residents. It’s a very informative event with Mayor Peter Christie and POA Chief Operating Officer Tom Judson
as speakers. )

*************************

RECENT DONATIONS
We are very grateful for the continual donations of merchandise to sell in our museum gift shop to help raise funds for our
operating expenses, everything from teddy bears to glassware to women’s hats from the 1950’s. In addition to those
donations, we received the following this quarter:
A framed watercolor titled, “Summer – Bella Vista
Country Club”. It was completed by Bella Vista artist
John Garcia in 1987 for Nadine and E.V. Percy. Mr.
Percy died in 2003 and Mrs. Percy in December 2010. At
some point the piece came into the possession of Helen
Dansker, and she donated it to the museum in January.
According to his obituary, John Garcia, who was born in
1921 and died in October 2010, received his Master’s
degree from Southwest Missouri State University (now
called Missouri State University) in Springfield, MO, in
Arts and History. His last position before retiring in 1983
was as Art Consultant to the Lawrence County, MO,
School District. His career included serving as teacher,
coach and principal. In addition to being a watercolor
artist, he was also a song writer. He was also known to
have loved sports and was inducted into the Southwest
Missouri State Track and Field Hall of Fame. He was
married to realtor Betty Garcia of Bella Vista, who died
earlier this year.
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Avis Ruge, great-granddaughter of Wilson Brown who built
Rago in the late 1800’s donated this picture in January to the
museum. Her parents took it, probably in the 1970’s,
knowing that Cooper Communities was going to develop the
area for home sites. Rago stood on what is today Ettington
Drive in the Metfield area. Avis also donated a picture of
Summit Church.

*************************

1939 MARKER DONATED
In 1939, the Works Progress Administration was repairing ‘farm to market’ (also called ‘feeder’) roads in Benton County,
including one that ran northeast from Hiwasse to the Missouri state line, as part of the program started by President Roosevelt
in 1935. The purpose of the program was to provide jobs and income for the unemployed, including farmers, during the Great
Depression. The program lasted until 1943.
In 1965, the Arkansas State Highway Commission added that section of roadway to the State Highway System and designated
it as Highway 279. It was paved in the late 1960’s and named Forest Hills Boulevard by Cooper Communities.
A post was found alongside Highway 279 at the AR/MO state line by surveyor Tom Costello and donated to the museum in
January 2022. The City of Bella Vista Street Dept transported the sign to the museum grounds, and a Work Detail Team from
the Benton County Jail placed it in the ground for us on Jan. 24. (The Team also cleared the path to the Donovan/Nott
cemetery for us that day.) We are going to put a sign up above it explaining its origin. Tom also gave us an old 279 metal sign.
Our thanks to everyone!
The Work Detail Team from the Benton
County Jail placed the marker in the
ground for us on Jan. 24. It needs to be
cleaned to be totally readable, but it
says:
USA
1939
WPA

*************************

BUFFALO RIVER
We are celebrating the 50th anniversary this year
of the Buffalo River being named the first
“national river” in 1972, thanks to the efforts of
people like Dr. Neil Compton. We have several of
his books about the Buffalo in our museum.
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OUR THANKS THIS QUARTER GO TO...
- Our Treasurer, Virginia Reynolds, for all the hours she puts in keeping our books in tip top shape. At the beginning
of this year, she went back into previous years to look at donations from Allen’s Food Market for the Fite books and
postcards they sell for us, and from Jill Werner for her jam donations. From May 2013 through December 2021,
Allen’s has given us over $8600. From July 2019 through December 2021, Jill has given us very close to the same
amount, over $8300. We are very appreciative!
- Everyone who has bought our pictorial history book published last year. Profits from it came to $3800 in 2021, for
which we are very grateful. That, along with the City of Bella Vista’s ongoing financial support, helped make up for
us not being able to have any fundraisers the prior year due to Covid, since our usual expenses such as utilities and
insurance continued through the shutdown.
- Docent Debbie Sorensen who, in addition to doing a great job as our Membership Coordinator, has volunteered for
a new job...regularly posting tidbits about Bella Vista history on Facebook sites.
- Jack Kellogg, who does everything from making sure our computer and security system are running smoothly to
changing batteries in our smoke detectors and videotaping interviews for us.
- David Rew who continues to do small paintings of Bella Vista scenes and donate them to our gift shop as a
fundraiser. We have sold several of them and appreciate his continued support.
- The POA for the donation of a former Dogwood Hills Golf Course marker as they replace the markers with new
ones.
- The City of Bella Vista for getting our wayfinding sign repaired on the southbound side of Highway 71 in front of
the museum.
- All of our volunteers including our docents and Board members who are responsible for all the compliments we get
from visitors about our museum. That makes us all feel really good!
*************************

WONDERLAND CAVE IN THE NEWS
Krista Bradley, a native of Fayetteville who now lives in Bella Vista, is an actress and has her own production
company. She has written a script for a new “short” which she hopes will eventually become a full length movie.
The fictional story is set in 1930, the year that the Linebargers opened an underground night club in Wonderland
Cave. Krista visited the museum to gather historical information about the Cave, and she’s also met with the two
Linebarger granddaughters who live in Arkansas, Carole Harter and Ann Boyd. The “short” will be entered in the
Fayetteville Film Fest this coming October, so this is going to be a very busy six months for her.
Krista appeared on Bella Vista Community Television on
March 16 to talk about her upcoming project.

Krista participated in the museum’s historic sites driving tour on
March 5, and spoke to the group at the Cave.
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FAREWELL TO VACATION RENTALS BUILDING
The Vacation Rentals building at Town Center was built in 1980. The company is still in existence but because its
business model had changed, it no longer needed as much space and moved across the parking lot, after which
Cooper Communities decided to take down the building to repurpose that space. The building was torn down a few
weeks ago. The building that stood just north of it, our first City Hall when Bella Vista incorporated as a City in 2007,
was torn down also.
At the request of former Vacation Rentals owner, Karen Dobbs, and with the assistance of Don Lombard, manager of
what is now called VRI, and George Holmes of The Maintenance Company (which is a subsidiary of VRI), Xyta Lucas
wrote an article for the Weekly Vista about the history of the company. It was published in the Weekly Vista on
February 16, along with a half page ad by Karen in which she thanked the many former employees.
This is how the two buildings appeared before demolition. The Vacation Rentals building is on the right.

At our request, the company donated the VR sign that formerly stood at the top corner of the building in the picture
on the left below. Contractor Bill Pickett of TMC did a great job of framing it for the museum.

Museum docent Todd Noyes took the pictures below during demolition.
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HISTORIC SIGNS VS. MODERN SIGNS
Some of the older wooden signs from the earlier Cooper days are being taken down and donated to the museum.
Eventually they will be replaced, if they haven’t been already, with more modern signs...a good example of “Then &
Now”:

*************************
MUSEUM SUNSETS
We have had some gorgeous sunsets at the museum in the past few months. These pictures were taken by Xyta
Lucas within a few minutes of each other on January 12.
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MEMBERSHIP
Membership in the Bella Vista Historical Society is based on the calendar year, but we accept new memberships
throughout the year, with renewals due the following January. You may mail your check to us, or stop by in person
when we are open to pay by check, credit card or debit card. If you haven’t already renewed your membership for
2021, please do so now. At present we have 66 members, 44 of whom were renewals this year and 22 were new.
By becoming a member, you support the preservation of Bella Vista’s rich and unique history, and help us educate
the public. Benefits include receipt of our quarterly newsletter and an invitation to our annual membership meeting
usually held each March. (Hopefully next year we can get back to holding that meeting in person again!) Our
newsletter is available by email or snail mail, but of course we would prefer to have your email address so that we
can avoid mailing costs. If you don’t have email, however, we will mail our newsletter to your home address. We
have no paid staff, so all revenue, including membership dues and donations, is applied to our general operating
expenses unless you specify a particular project. We very much appreciate the financial support we receive from
the City of Bella Vista, which helps us pay for major operational expenses, but we still need your individual
membership dues and donations to help us to continue to improve the museum in every way we possibly can.
Thank you!
Bella Vista Historical Society
1885 Bella Vista Way
Bella Vista, AR 72714
(479) 855-2335
www.bellavistamuseum.org
Date: ___________________________
Name: ___________________________________________________________________
Street Address: ____________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip Code:________________________________________________________
Telephone: ________________ Email Address: __________________________________

Membership Fee:
Individual $15

________

Family $25

________

Corporate $50

________
Donations in excess of your membership dues are very welcome also.

The Bella Vista Historical Society is a 501(c)3 organization and donations qualify as tax deductible.
Thank you for your support!
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SUPPLEMENT: FAVORITE EXHIBITS
After seeing the article in What’s Up in January about the staffs at the Rogers Historical Museum and the Shiloh
Museum in Springdale and what they decided were their favorite things in their museums, our museum volunteers
were asked to name their favorite exhibits in our museum. For those who responded, their answers ranged from
favorite photographs to entire exhibits, and even the Settler’s Cabin that was moved to the museum grounds three
years ago...
Docent and Board member Maci Echols and docent Geri Ehrlich both picked the Settler’s Cabin. It was originally
built about 1912 at the northwest corner of what is now Highlands Blvd and Glasgow Rd and moved to Paul Parish’s
backyard in 1974. Scott & Angie Butler bought that property after Parish died in 1997. They donated the cabin to
the museum in 2018, and it was moved to the museum grounds in 2019. Geri said, “I think it's important to display
those items that were used over 100 years ago, along with the type of housing used in pioneer days. Children need
to know that their ancestors had to make everything by hand or simple machinery and that children were expected
to work in those days.” Maci’s comments were, “From my first day working at the museum, I have been drawn to
the cabin. Why? Could it be the simplicity of it? Could it be the lack of modern-day luxury? A longing for the
simpler times of days gone by, maybe? It makes me look at the world today in a whole new way and grateful for
what I have. It also makes me long for the simple ways where I’m not distracted by a cell phone or a TV!”
(The Settler’s Cabin is pictured on page one of this newsletter as it appeared on February 5, 2022, following one of
our snowfalls.)
Docent Debbie Sorensen chose the
exhibit about Louise Thaden as her
favorite, saying, “Thinking of all the
information I have learned about Bella
Vista and our unique history, Louise
Thaden (1905-1979) stands out. A native
of Bentonville, she received her pilot’s
license, signed by Orville Wright, in 1928
at age 23. She worked with Amelia
Earhart to co-found the Ninety-Nines, an
international organization of women
Pilots. Thaden was a pioneer in her field;
her accomplishments as a woman pilot
have been recognized by the National
Aviation Hall of Fame, along with several
other organizations.”

Board member John Bozarth selected the Sadie
Cunningham exhibit, saying he has several
favorite exhibits at the museum but, he said, “I
like the Sadie Cunningham story a lot. Some of
the things I read about her gave me a perspective
on change that I have taken to heart. Her
attitude about all the changes to her family's
farm that she witnessed over the years is one we
should all aim for.”
1b

Docent and Board Member John Flynn said his favorite is
the framed map in the Cooper Room which lists the year
that each golf course and lake was built by Cooper
Communities. “It gives one,” he said, “a sense of how
Cooper’s development took place over the years.”
John’s second favorite is the picture of Clara Crowder,
the woman who named Bella Vista because, “Most
people don’t have any idea of when or why that name
came about.”

Docent and Board Treasurer Virginia
Reynolds said, “It is hard to pick just one
item that I like since we have so many
interesting items. When you walk into the
museum, one of the first things you see the
big picture of the Sunset Hotel with all of
the cars. This picture can get your
imagination going...when was the picture
taken and what was the event? We know it
was a big event because of all the
wonderful old cars pictured.”

Virginia also likes the picture of the Bella Vista golf
course, opened by the Linebarger Brothers in 1921,
which was also used as an airport. The photo shows
an airplane that has landed, with a large horse drawn
mower being operated next to it. “In those days,” she
said, “technology was changing rapidly with the
airplanes but farmers still used horses to mow the
grass on the golf course.”
2b

Docent and Board Co-President Dale Phillips said, “My favorite part of the collection are the photographs featuring
the people who came before us, and their world at the time. My interest in history began when I first saw
photographs of Andrew Jackson and Sam Houston taken just before their deaths. It made them more real to
me...not words or drawings in a book but actual human beings. You can see in their eyes the historical events, both
good and bad, that they had been part of over the course of their lifetimes. In our case looking at the faces and the
homes of the many residents and visitors to the valley of Little Sugar Creek tell the story of their world... a world
that today is ours to carry forth.”

(Above) One of the photos Dale likes is this one of the Linebarger Brothers, standing on the front row, with their
employees who worked the summer of 1921 at the Bella Vista resort.
Docent and Board member Paul Beran selected the exhibit
about the annual “Emancipation Dances”, which the
Linebarger Brothers held annually for about 20 years from
the early 1920’s to the early 1940’s. Paul said, “I think one
of the exhibits that is understated, but socially, politically,
and historically significant for Bella Vista, for Arkansas, and
for the Southern US in particular is the display and posters
that highlight the annual Emancipation Dance. This event
marked the one time a year when the African Americans,
then noted as ‘colored’ in the event announcements, were
hosted at the Lake Pavilion. When visitors to the museum
think beyond the surface of this small exhibit at the Bella
Vista Historical Museum, they can see a testament to the
overarching reality of the racist times then. And hopefully,
our patrons will consider where our state and our local
community are now, in promoting respect, equality and
opportunity for all.
“The tone and tenor of the event announcement shows
clearly the underlying racism that pervaded all social and
economic realities for living in that time. Participants were
the African American staff at the resort, their friends who
came for the occasion from other areas, and the maids and
chauffeurs of the summer cottage owners.”
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Docent Gina Kietzmann selected the binder that contains
photos of the old cottages built by the Linebarger
Brothers in the late teens, 1920’s and 1930’s. She wrote,
“First off, the more than 100 pages are in alphabetical
order. This is a reflection of the well organized and
researched exhibits in the museum. Each page is a
photograph of a cottage with the family name very
prominently displayed on the front of their home.
Sometimes the family members are included in the black
and white photos, other times not, but always there is
the beauty of the surrounding natural area. In fact,
many of the tree limbs made their way into the
construction of railings, window trim and the cottages’
names. It is fun to imagine being a kid during the early
part of the last century as you look at these photos.
There was no cottage with my family name on it, but
look for yours, maybe you will luck out!”

Docent Suzanne Evans likes the Wonderland Cave
exhibit: “The Cave is fascinating to me and I so wish it
could be opened again but I understand that it can’t at
this point and why. Maybe someday!”
(Wonderland Cave was opened as an underground night
club in 1930, and was open off and on over the decades
until it was last closed in 1995. The latest owners, who
bought it in 2019, have yet to announce their plans for
it.)

Docent Fran Boulware likes the white
globe that used to hang in Wonderland
Cave, saying “The Wonderland Cave has
always fascinated me and I can picture it
hanging while all the people danced.”
This globe was hand painted for
Wonderland Cave by Reyburn Jacobs, a
local artist who was hired by the
Linebarger Brothers for a number of
creative works at the Bella Vista Summer
Resort. His son Carl Jacobs has followed
in his father’s footsteps with art projects
for the Bella Vista Historical Museum.
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Fran Boulware also likes the “Then
and Now” posters that capture
scenes as they looked years ago and
how they look now. She said, “The
posters allow me to picture where
buildings, school houses, farm
houses, horse stables, etc., used to
stand and what is there now. I love
Bella Vista’s unique history.” The
posters cover numerous sites
around old Bella Vista and provide a
quick glimpse at the changes that
have taken place over the years.
They continue to attract visitors.

Those posters were originally created by Xyta
Lucas as a program for a Questers meeting held
on April 16, 2012. Xyta rented the old American
Legion building, which was a former farmhouse,
next door to the museum for the meeting,
knowing the building was about to be torn
down, so that would be the last opportunity to
meet there. Xyta invited Carole Harter, then
president of the Historical Society, to be a guest
to that meeting. After the meeting, Carole
recruited Xyta to become a museum volunteer.
That was ten years ago this April.
Xyta Lucas - April 16, 2012
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