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HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
 

 

 

BUILDING 
EXPANSION 
FUND 
 

The red line on 
our thermometer 
continues to rise 
toward the 
$500K mark and, 
as reported 
earlier, we have 
been offered an 
anonymous 
$750,000 
matching grant.  
Therefore, we 
are seeking 
donations to 
match that offer. 

 
 
If we can do that, we 
will reach our goal 
and be ready to start 
construction! 
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The Bella Vista Historical 

Society was founded in 1976 

in order to òdiscover, collect, 

preserve or restore materials 

and artifacts concerned with 

our communityõs heritage.ó  

 

http://www.bellavistamuseum.org/


  

FUNDRAISING EVENTS 4TH QUARTER 2025 
 

The Pickleball Tournament, άtƛŎƪƭŜ ŦƻǊ tǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴέΣ ǿŀǎ a 
fundraiser for our building drive, coordinated by museum 
volunteer Brian Mobley.  It was held at the Branchwood 
Recreation Center in Bella Vista the first weekend of 
October with the cooperation of the POA and the POA 
Recreation Committee.  Brian did an outstanding job with 
the help of many volunteers who donated time and/or 
money to make this event such a big success.  He also 
included a raffle and silent auction, and reported that with 
the tournament fees and the other two activities, the 
revenue from the event was approx. $11K with approx. $3K 
in expenses, resulting in a profit of nearly $8,000 for our 
building fund!   
 
A big  thanks also goes to the Weekly Vista for their 
publicity.     

 
There were 20 sponsors including 
these who made cash donations: 
Bella Vista Community TV, Inena 
Travel, the Jane MO Walmart 
Supercenter, William Juroff, First 
Community Bank of Neosho MO, 
Razorback Crue + Brad, the Mobley 
family, and Arvest Bank.  Sponsors 
included Play It Again Sports of 
Springfield, Mo., which provided all 
tournament pickleballs and hosted 
a product tent on-site.   
 
The Oct. 15 issue of the Weekly 
Vista listed all of the winners.  
Shown here are Erika Schmidt and 
Lawrence Wong, who won the 
Mixed Beginners. 
 

 

From the Nov. 12 Weekly Vista:  
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FUNDRAISING EVENTS, cont. 
 

We held a άIƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ /ƻƻƪƛŜ ¢ŀǎǘƛƴƎέ and bake sale on September 28.  Jill Werner again coordinated the event which 
was focused on the 12 historic cookie recipes that she provided and recruited volunteers to bake.  She also recruited 
bakers to bring other baked goods and brought her ƻǿƴ !ƎŀǘƘŀΩǎ ¢ŀōƭŜ homemade jams to sell, with 25% of her 
ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎŜǳƳΩǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŦǳƴŘΦ    ¢ƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ƘƻǇŜŘ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘΣ ǎƻ ǿŜ 
held the baked goods portion outside.   In addition to selling the cookies and other baked goods that were donated, 
a cookie tasting was held inside the Cooper Room.   Brian Mobley also set up a tent outside to promote the 
ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘΩǎ pickleball tournament and the accompanying activities.  The event brought in almost $1200 for 
our building fund ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ Ϸмнр ŦǊƻƳ WƛƭƭΩǎ ƧŀƳ ǎŀƭŜǎΦ   We thank all the many volunteers, those who baked and 

those who helped the day of the sale.  
 

Jill had lots of interest in her jams. 

 

The cookie tasting was a hit too. 

 
  
 

The baked goods were set up outside.  

 

Brian worked the silent auction. 
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FUNDRAISING EVENTS, cont. 
  

We held another big bake sale/jam sale plus a quilt raffle the weekend of December 13 & 14 that we called 
ά/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƛƴ hƭŘ .Ŝƭƭŀ ±ƛǎǘŀέΦ   bŜǿ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ¢ŜǊǊƛ hΩ.ȅǊƴŜ ǘƻƻƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŀǎƪ ƻŦ overseeing the bake sale and 
recruiting bakers.  It is a big task, as Jill can attest to, and Terri did a great job.  We took in just over $1500 including 
Ϸннл ŦǊƻƳ WƛƭƭΩǎ ƧŀƳ ǎŀƭŜǎΦ  Volunteer Wendy Picklesimer priced all the baked goods prior to the sale, as she has done 
for us in the past, Brian Mobley helped with the signage, and Angie Rader served as cashier.  A number of items in 
addition to baked goods were donated for the sale.  We appreciate every donor and all of the docents who came in 
to help with the crowd.  We ended up with 147 signing the guest book that weekend.     
 

Terri rearranges some of the baked goods. 

 

Angie accepts payment from a customer. 

 

 

 
Wƛƭƭ ²ŜǊƴŜǊ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǎƻƭŘ ƘŜǊ !ƎŀǘƘŀΩǎ ¢ŀōƭŜ ƘƻƳŜƳŀŘŜ 
jams, with assistance by Jessica Traylor.   

Jill also provided samples of several flavors of her apple 
butter for tasting at a separate table manned by Lanna 
and Brandon Gage in the Cooper Room. 
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FUNDRAISING EVENTS, cont. 
 

 
 
On the last day, December 14, of the bake sale/jam 
sale, we also raffled off the beautiful quilt that museum 
volunteer Laura Moore had completed this summer 
and donated to the museum for a raffle.  The lucky 
winner was Jennifer DesChamps of Bella Vista.   
 

 
 
We were very happy that Jim Harton agreed to our request, just for the fun of it, for him to display his 1994 Subaru 
Sambar fire truck in our parking lot both days of the sale, December 13 and 14.  Jim with his wife and their daughter 
posed for photos with it in front of the museum.   Jim also shared ahead of time one of his photos.   He bought the 
truck through a dealer in Houston but it came from Kyotango City, Japan, where it was in service with their fire dept.   
 

  
  

The fire truck drew a number of interested onlookers, as we had hoped it would.   Watercolor artist Dave Darpinian 
ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǊŜǎƛǎǘ doing a whimsical drawing of it too.   See more about Dave on pages 13 & 14. 
 

 
 

!ǎ ŀ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ WƛƳΣ ǿŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ƘƛƳ ǿƛǘƘ 5ŀǾŜΩǎ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎΦ   WƛƳ Ƙŀǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊŜ ǘǊǳŎƪ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
museum for display during future events also.   
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FUNDRAISING EVENTS, cont. 
 

Another fall fundraiser for our building fund was the music concert that the Lonesome Road bluegrass band 
donated.   It was held Saturday evening, October, 18.   We decided to put 60 tickets up for sale at $10/each and sold 
all of them.  It was a fun evening of very enjoyable music, and we give the band a big thanks!   
 

  
 

We also participated again this year  in the Property 
hǿƴŜǊǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ IƻƭƛŘŀȅ aŀǊƪŜǘ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ 
the BV Rec Center on Saturday, November 8.   
Volunteers Debbie Sorensen and Lady Hawkins 
manned our table with assistance from Dale Phillips 
and set up by Xyta Lucas.   We were pleased to raise 
$570 in sales.     

 

 

Debbie, Lady and Dale at the Holiday Market  
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BELLA VISTA CIVIL WAR ROUNDTABLE 
 
If you would like to help support the /ƛǾƛƭ ²ŀǊ wƻǳƴŘ ¢ŀōƭŜΩǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƻƴ aŀȅ тΣ нлнсΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŘǊƻǇ ƻŦŦ ȅƻǳǊ 
donation at the museum or donate online:   https://www.gofundme.com/f/LeeSurrendersToGrant.   Checks are also 
welcome, made out to the BV CWRT, c/o Bella Vista Historical Museum, 1885 Bella Vista Way, Bella Vista, AR 72724.   
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CIVIL WAR ROUND TABLE, cont.  

The Round Table continues to meet the first Thursday of every month (unless the first Thursday is a holiday such as 
January 1, so the meeting is the following Thursday, in this case January 8) at 7:00 p.m.   The January 8 speaker is 
ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ 5ǊΦ tŀǳƭ ¢ƻǘǘŜƴ ƻƴ ά¢ƘŜ {ŜŎƻƴŘ .ŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ tƻŎƻǘŀƭƛƎƻέΦ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ-known engagement that 
took place on October 22, 1862, in South Carolina.  Dr. Totten completed his Ph.D. in 2020 at the University of 
Arkansas, where he is currently an instructor in the Dept. of History.   Admission to the Round Table programs is free 
but donations are welcome to help cover speaker expenses.   

The speakers over the past quarter were:   

hŎǘƻōŜǊ нΥ   5ǊΦ /ǳǊǘƛǎ ±ŀǊƴŜƭƭΩǎ ǘƻǇƛŎ ǿŀǎ ά¢ƘŜ .ŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ 
IŀƎǳŜǿƻƻŘ tǊŀƛǊƛŜέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǎƪƛǊƳƛǎƘ ǎƻ 5ǊΦ 
Varnell supplemented his talk with details of General 
Joseph Shelby and various local notables.   Dr. Varnell is an 
educator, author of several books, and science specialist.  He is 
also a regular contributor to the Democrat-Gazette newspaper.   
IŜ ƘƻƭŘǎ ŀ aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀ tƘΦ5Φ ƛƴ 
Hydrology.   

 

 

 

 

November 6:  CWRT Board member  and 
Civil War reenactor Russ Pennington 
graciously filled the vacancy created when 
the previously scheduled speaker canceled.  
wǳǎǎ ǎǇƻƪŜ ƻƴ ά¢ƘŜ .ŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ !Ǌƪŀƴǎŀǎ tƻǎǘέΣ 
describing the battle and also the military 
and political events that led up to it, as well 
as the history of that first white settlement 
in Arkansas.      

 

 
 
 
December 4:   Mattison Griffin, a former park interpreter 
at the Prairie Grove Battlefield State Park was the 
speaker.    Her program centered on the Battle of Prairie 
Grove which took place on December 7, 1862.   Mattison 
Ƙŀǎ ŀ aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ƛƴ 
public history.   She is now employed at Greenwood 
Junior High School and is working towards becoming a 
secondary social studies teacher.   
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MUSIC, ART, POETRY STUDENTS (MAPS) 
 

Founded 2016 
An affiliate of the National and Arkansas Federations of Music Clubs 

 
A group of area residents who consider themselves students of music, art and poetry meet once a month at the First 
United Methodist Church in Bella Vista to share their talents with other members of the group.   At the December 
meeting, among the dozen preǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ /ƘŀǊƛ .ƻǳǎŜ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƳŜŘƭŜȅΣ ά/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƻƴ ¢ǳǊǘƭŜ LǎƭŀƴŘέΣ ƻƴ 
ƘŜǊ bŀǘƛǾŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ŦƭǳǘŜΣ bŀƴŎȅ bƻȅŜǎ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ƘŜǊ Ŝǎǎŀȅ ƻƴ ά¢ƘŜ ¢ǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴǘŀ hǊƴŀƳŜƴǘέ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ǿǊƻǘŜ 
in memory of her father (M. Elliott Noyes 1924-1997), and NaƴŎȅΩǎ husband Brian Hennings shared a poem he had 
written, reprinted below.   Chari, Nancy and Brian are all museum volunteers. 
 
 
Autumn Leaves 
By Brian Henning 
 
Gentle early morning 
breeze 
sets a few leaves loose 
from the trees 
after an overnight freeze. 
One leaf after another  
gently leaps down 
and sails gracefully to the 
ground, 
another life cycle 
complete. 
Other leaves 
still bearing beauty 
see their friends drift, 
gently drift 
to the ground. 
They choose to join them 
in their slow dance 
covering the lawn 
with a colorful blanket. 
Crispy yes, 
but lives well lived 
until their final resting 
place. 
Slumbering lawns 
are the fate of the maple 
and oak leaves. 
They mingle, 
dancing and rustling 
against each other 
with each passing breeze, 
an autumn leaf tribute. 
 

 

 

 
 

¢ǊŜŜ ŀƴŘ {ŜǘǘƭŜǊΩǎ /ŀōƛƴ ƻƴ ƳǳǎŜǳƳ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎΦ 
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NEW GEOCACHE 
 

We thank volunteer Brandon Gage for replacing our old 
geocache with a new one.  ²ŜΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ƻƴŜ ƻƴ 
the front porch for years.   For those who want to get 
into geocaching, see www.geocaching.com/play.   ƛǘΩǎ ŀ 
fun way to treasure hunt for a day.   Participants use a 
GPS receiver or other device to hide and seek 
containers.  The best place to hide a cache is 
somewhere that you want people to see, such as our 
museum!   According to Wikipedia, the first 
documented placement of a GPS-located cache took 
place on May 2, 2000, in Beaverton, Oregon, and by 
2023, there were over three million active ones 
worldwide. The participant signs the log with their 
established code or name and dates it to prove they 
found the cache. If they want to place something in the 
cache to trade for something they take out, they can do 
that.  Then they put the cache back in place and log 
their experience online.    

 

*************************  

MUSEUM VISITORS 
 
Cassi Lapp, City of Bella Vista Communications Director, third from left, and the Bella Vista Youth Council visited the 
museum on October 9 to learn about the history of Bella Vista from Dale Phillips, Co-President of the Historical 
Society.  /ŀǎǎƛ ƘŀŘ ƭǳƴŎƘ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ wƻǎƛǘŀΩǎ wŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ ƴŜȄǘ ŘƻƻǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΦ    

 

 
 

The Youth Council was started in 2024 and is open to high school juniors and seniors.   Its purpose is to educate 
students in the operation and conduct of municipal government, promote civic engagement, and encourage their 
thoughts regarding improving local government.  It provides knowledge, skills and community service opportunities 
to the next generation of municipal leaders.  The students meet monthly and cover all aspects of city government.   
Regular attendance is required for completion of the program with certificates given at the April City Council regular 
meeting.   Applications may be downloaded at https://www.bellavistaar.gov/government/youthcouncil.php. 
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MUSEUM VISITORS, cont. 
 

On Saturday October 25, we hosted our third Halloween party (after skipping 2024 due to other commitments that 
fall).  We had about 180 people visit between 4:30 and 6:30 p.m. to enjoy games, candy, prizes, ghost stories and 
fortune telling.   The children and some parents came in costume to make it a very colorful crowd!  Museum docent 
Angie Rader organized the event with the help of a dozen volunteers including Jami Spurling who was the fortune 
teller and Dale Phillips who told ghost stories.   Others donated candy for the event.  Merchants who donated prizes 
included Rosita's Restaurant, Allen's Food Market, the Bella Vista Dairy Queen, and Mojo Cycling.   
 

Mom and the witch helped  
this little girl with her game.  

 

Mayor John and Linda Flynn came dressed in  
their orange and black. 

 

 
Children and parents came in  

a variety of costumes!   

 

 
Volunteer Wendy Hughes in costume helped  

these boys on the cookie walk. 
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MUSEUM VISITORS, cont. 
 

Babs Thomas, former Bella Vista resident and museum 
Board member, visited the museum on November 17, 
after which she and Xyta Lucas enjoyed lunch next door 
ŀǘ wƻǎƛǘŀΩǎ Restaurant.   Babs resigned from our Board 
ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ IŜǊōΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜ 
moved back to Houston after he died in 2018.  She was 
very active with us during her tenure on the Board.  For 
example, when the Work Detail Team from the Benton 
County Jail constructed our Harter Room addition in 
early 2015, Babs coordinated the schedule of who 
would provide lunch for the crew each weekday for the 
entire three months of construction and provided it 
ƘŜǊǎŜƭŦ ƛŦ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ. 

Babs and Xyta ŀǘ wƻǎƛǘŀΩǎ wŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ 

 
 

 

 
 
 
Members of the Butterfield Trails 
Questers chapter of Bella Vista visited 
the museum on December 9.    

 
On Wednesday morning, November 19, we hosted the Bella Vista Business Association.   Several of the members 
were visiting the museum for the very first time.  Helping with the event were museum volunteers Virginia 
Reynolds, Dale Phillips, Deborah Lukotch, Gina Kietzmann, and Xyta Lucas. 
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MUSEUM STORE SUNDAY 
 

Launched in 2017, Museum Store Sunday is a world-wide campaign that communicates the value and importance of museum 
stores to the public.  Happening annually on the Sunday of Thanksgiving weekend, Museum Store Sunday fills the previously 
vacant day of the weekend which encompasses Black Friday, Small Business Saturday, and goes beyond with Cyber Monday 
and Giving Tuesday.  This year, Museum Store Sunday was on November 30, and we decided to join the 2,200+ museum stores 
in 50 states and 25 countries across five continents who participated.  Our Co-Treasurer Gina Kietzmann handled our 
enrollment in the campaign and we invited three area artists to display and demonstrate their work that afternoon as an 
added attraction.  They were Dave Darpinian, watercolor artist, Jason Buss, woodcrafter, and Tim Robinson, photographer.    
Nearly sixty people enjoyed cookies donated by Allen's Food Market and hot coffee on the cold day while they talked with the 
artists, visited our gift shop,  and toured the museumΩs exhibits.  Those folks who were on the highways that Sunday afternoon 
returning home from Thanksgiving weekend trips missed out on a fun time.    
 

¢ƘŀǘΩǎ 5ŀǾŜ 5ŀrpinian far left, Jason Buss with his back to the camera, and Tim Robinson sitting in the far-right corner.   
 

 
 

 
 
 
5ŀǾŜΩǎ whimsical water colors are presently for sale at 
the museum; he donates 25% of his sales revenue to 
our Historical Society.   He also accepts special orders as 
he did for the Frank Anderson water color (see next 
page).   

 

 
¢ƛƳΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ for his photos is backyardfalcon.com.  

 

 

 

¢ƘŜ ƳǳǎŜǳƳ ƎƛŦǘ ǎƘƻǇ ŎŀǊǊƛŜǎ WŀǎƻƴΩǎ ǿƻƻŘŜƴ ōƛŎȅŎƭŜǎ 
along with other products he makes. 

 
  

13 



  

THE FRANK ANDERSON TREE 
 

¢ƘŜ wƻǘŀǊȅ /ƭǳō ƻŦ .Ŝƭƭŀ ±ƛǎǘŀ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ ŀ ǘǊŜŜ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ .Ŝƭƭŀ ±ƛǎǘŀΩǎ ƴŜǿ /ƛǘȅ Iŀƭƭ ǘƻ ƘƻƴƻǊ CǊŀƴƪ !ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴ, 
ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ aŀȅƻǊΦ  Artist Dave Darpinian did one of his whimsical water colors of the sceneΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ CǊŀƴƪΩǎ 
ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ¢ŜǊǊƛ hΩ.ȅǊƴŜ now has displayed in her home.  Frank was Mayor for two terms.  He died on Sept. 12, 2024.   
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

*************************  
 

NEW EXHIBIT 
 

We thank Randy McCrory who has given us on a long-term 
loan basis this circa 1925 painting by artist Kate Lewis (1865 
ς 1935) of what was then called Highway 100 (now 71) in 
.Ŝƭƭŀ ±ƛǎǘŀΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ 
intersection of Wellington Road and Highway 71.   The 
highway was eventually moved out from under the bluffs, 
and Little Sugar Creek was rechanneled to the west in the 
мфтлΩǎ ƛƴ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǿƛŘŜƴƛƴƎ IƛƎƘǿŀȅтм ǘƻ ŦƻǳǊ ƭŀƴŜǎΦ   
That project was approved in 1973, as stated in this August 
1973 Vista article, and completed in 1978. 
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BIKE DRIVE 
 
With the help of volunteer Deborah LukotchΣ ǿŜ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ YŜƴƴȅ  ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎΣ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ tŜŘŀƭ Lǘ CƻǊǿŀǊŘΣ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ŀ άōƛƪŜ 
ŘǊƛǾŜέ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎŜǳƳ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мΦ  ²Ŝ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ nearly 70 bikes plus parts and accessories for Pedal It Forward, 
a nonprofit organization which collects, repairs and distributes free and low-cost bikes to neighbors in need in Northwest 
Arkansas.  In return they donated a bike to us to raffle off as a fundraiser which brought in $495 for the museumΩǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ 
fund.   The winner was Lila Benedetti, who said she has several grandchildren who will love riding that bike.   We appreciate 
volunteer Debbie Sorensen and her husband Stu being willing to store in their garage the bikes that were dropped off early.  
 

Gina Kietzmann handled the raffle drawing. 

  

The winner was Lila Benedetti. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

At the BV Business Association Halloween event on October 30 held ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ Ƨǳǎǘ ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ !ƭƭŜƴΩǎ CƻƻŘ aŀǊƪŜǘΣ Dƛƴŀ 
Kietzmann and Xyta Lucas manned a table to sell bike raffle tickets and publicize the bike drive.  We sold over $100 worth of 
raffle tickets and were very pleased with the turnoutΧƴŜŀǊƭȅ 1,500 people between mid-afternoon and early evening! 
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2025 CORPORATE SPONSORS 

Our membership form at the end of each newsletter offers the option of corporate sponsorship at the rate of $50 per 
calendar year or for services donated.   If your organization or business is interested in supporting the museum as a corporate 
sponsor, we will publish its name in our newsletter each quarter and add it to our posted sign at the museum.  We hope you 
will join us!   

Acorn Realty ς Linda Lloyd 

Ahnimisha Consulting LLC ς Abby Foster 

A-List Inspection Services 

!ƭƭŜƴΩǎ CƻƻŘ aŀǊket 

Architectural Control Committee 

Bella Vista POA 

Blue Crane 

City of Bella Vista 

E. Fay Jones Conservancy  

Hutchinson Realty ς Gary Reynolds 

State Farm Insurance ς Sean Crider 

************************  
 

VOLUNTEER THANK YOU LUNCHEON 
 

 
 
Nearly 30 volunteers and their guests were present 
for our annual thank you luncheon held this year at 
wƻǎƛǘŀΩǎ wŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ ƻƴ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ фΦ  
Accepting invitations that day also were Police Chief 
James and Mrs. Graves, Deputy Fire Chief Robert 
Hamilton, and Mayor John and Mrs. Flynn.   The thank 
you luncheons started in 2013 with the museum 
Board members preparing and serving lunch to the 
docents at the museum, but soon became an annual 
restaurant event to thank everyone in whatever role 
they volunteer.      
 

December 2013 

 
 

December 2025 
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TH!bY ¸h¦Ω{ 
 

!ǎ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ǇŀƛŘ ǎǘŀŦŦΣ ǎƻ ƛǘΩǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎŜǳƳ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ǎƳƻƻǘƘƭȅΦ   ²Ŝ Ƨǳǎǘ 
ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘƘŀƴƪ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǿƘƻ ǇƛǘŎƘŜǎ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜ ǿŜ ŀǎƪ ŦƻǊ ƘŜƭǇΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ our Board members and all of our 
docents.   We also thank our technical support & security coordinator, Jack Kellogg, as well as the City of Bella Vista 
for its continued financial support, and the POA for their seasonal mowing and printing our newsletter for those 
supporters who want it mailed to them.   Our thanks go also to the Democrat Gazette and the Weekly Vista for 
continuing to publish information about museum events.    
 

We also thank... 
 

--Paul Bickford for donating two new chairs for our museum gift shop. 
 

--Gina Kietzmann for taking on more of the general Treasurer duties while her Co-Treasurer Virginia Reynolds is 
taking time off due to family medical issues in addition to her role as Treasurer for our building fund account.   
 

--Rebecca Smith for donating a twin set of Bella Vista Village (BVV) playing cards. 
 

--Carol Phillips for donating a Bella Vista Village vintage water bottle. 
 

--{ǳǎŀƴ ±ƛǎǎŜǊ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ wƻƴ wǳōȅΩǎ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦ 
 

--Jack Kellogg for putting in extra time working with our plumber on water valve issues. 
 

--Nancy Noyes and Debbie Sorensen for donating items to sell in our gift shop. 
 

--Kathy Sterup-Duba for donating her jars of elderflower cordial/syrup to sell during our Dec. bake sale/jam sale.  
 

--Patricia Heck of Glade Historical Society for donating a copy of their Glade Newsletter book. 
 

--Jean Meadows for her donation of copy paper.   
 

It was another hectic quarter at the museum so we apologize for anyone we overlooked but we are grateful for 
ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΦ    

 

*************************  
 

 
 
 
If you missed out on a purchase of local resident Phyllis 
[ŀȅǘƻƴΩǎ ƘŀƴŘ-made Christmas ornaments, you might 
want to give her a call to get yours now for next year.  
They are so pretty!  She can be reached at 662-347-
2313. 
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FUNK CEMETERY 
 

The Historical Society does not own the Funk Cemetery 
(it is part of two acres of reserved property owned by 
Cooper Communities straddling Sherlock Drive just west 
of Forest Hills Blvd), but we do maintain it.  A former 
neighbor of  the cemetery, Jean Rhodes, has been 
decorating the two graves there for years.  In early 
2021, we were notified by the City that they had 
received a complaint against us, stating that we were 
violating the City ordinance which prohibits roadside 
memorial markers, and we were told all flowers must 
be removed.  After receiving approval from Cooper 
Communities, we secured a grant from the Bella Vista 
Foundation and from an anonymous donor to have a 
wood fence built by contractor Scott Morrison around 
the graves and a sign erected stating it was a cemetery 
established in 1922 (meaning that ordinance would not 
apply).  Jean has continued to decorate the graves and 
now also decorates the fence on a regular basis, always 
leaving it looking very nice.   Recently, now nearly five 
years later, Jean found an anonymous card attached to 
ǘƘŜ ŦŜƴŎŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ά¢ƻ ǘƘŜ Cǳƴƪ CŀƳƛƭȅέΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ 
overdue, assuming the person who left the card is the 
one who filed the complaint, but very welcome apology.    
 

  
 

 
2021 

 
 

2025 

 
 

*************************  

MILLS CEMETERY 
 

 

 
 
Speaking of cemeteries, we are very appreciative of the 
repair work contractor Bob Young has completed on 
the large gravestone at the small Mills cemetery above 
the entrance to Blowing Springs RV Park (up the path 
on the right just past the guard shack).   
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VOLUNTEER DOCENTS      
 

We would like to extend our thanks to Nancy Veach, who has retired from the docent role, for her service for the 
past nearly four years, and we welcome new docent Kevin Chval.  We continue to recruit docents, as our goal is still 
to have enough docents available so that no one has to serve more than one afternoon per month (unless they want 
to, of course!).  The docent role consists of welcoming visitors to the museum, giving a little information about Bella 
Vista history, explaining how the museum exhibits are laid out, and handling gift shop sales.   We always have two 
docents per shift and start out new docents by having them partner with experienced docents for training.   We look 
for men and women who like interacting with others and enjoy learning about Bella Vista history.  We ask that they 
ǊŜŀŘ Dƛƭ CƛǘŜΩǎ мффо ōƻƻƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ .Ŝƭƭŀ ±ƛǎǘŀΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ нлнм ǇƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ōƻƻƪΣ LƳŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ .Ŝƭƭŀ 
Vista.   Anyone interested in becoming a docent is welcome to leave a message on our museum phone, 479-855-
2335, on our email, bellavistamuseum@gmail.com, or to stop by in person during our open hours.  
 

***************  
 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

 
 

70th 
Dale Phillips, our Historical Society co-president, was 
caught off guard when a group of friends surprised him 
at the museum on his 70th birthday, November 2.   His 
ǿƛŦŜ /ŀǊƻƭ ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘŜŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƻŦ ǳǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 5ŀƭŜΩǎ 
daughter Laura who came from Phoenix, to pull it off!   

 
 

 
 
 

 

96th 
Constance Norton Waddell, native of Bella Vista and 
author of Sally and Me, celebrated her 96th birthday, 
which occurred on November 16, with Xyta Lucas a few 
days later.  She is keeping busy writing another book, 
and is still as delightful as ever!  She has donated 
additional copies of Sally and Me for us to sell in our 
ƳǳǎŜǳƳ ƎƛŦǘ ǎƘƻǇΦ   LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ her childhood, 
growing up on the shores of Lake Bella Vista.   
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